Modern management of postoperative pain.
In the last 10 years there has been an increased awareness of the need for improved pain management, especially in the postoperative period, to a large extent stimulated by the US Agency for Health Care Policy and Research (AHCPR), which published its clinical practice guidelineS for pain management in 1992. Teams of surgeons, nurses and anesthesiologists now are combining modalities for managing pain so as to provide the most comfortable postoperative course possible for their patients.